In his literary works Goethe surprisingly often describes his protagonists as collectors.
The "Sch?ne Seele" continues the conversation about education and claims she saw "symbols of moral education" in the pictures4.
The short interchange concerning art seems an unimpor tant interlude; the serious conversation is interrupted for a short time by the pleasure of visiting the gallery before the central dialogue is continued. However, the development and formation of art in the course of history not only serves as a parallel to moral cultivation: the scene also demonstrates the uncle's pedagogic influence. By means of only a few sen tences Goethe outlines the uncle's strategy to offer another view of art to the "Sch?ne Seele". Her first reaction is to regard only paintings which arouse interest because of their subject 
